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Dear Friends of the Interfaith Center,

This was a year to rejoice!

In January 2014, we commemorated our 10th Anniversary with a ritual celebration, bringing
together all who have been part of our bold vision: to build the kind of world where we joyfully
embrace religious diversity rather than fear it. Our work is about breaking down walls, opening
hearts and minds, and working together for the good of the region. And we do not do it alone. One of our
greatest sources of pride is the more than 225 community partners who have helped us bring this work to life.
We thank these congregations, religious communities, community organizations, educational institutions,
foundations/funds and corporations—and their inspiring leaders, youth and adults—for contributing to a
decade of daring to understand.

In the spring, we paid tribute to the Chairs of the Interfaith Center: Four
extraordinary leaders who chose to devote themselves to improving our
region. Chairing a non-profit start-up takes people of vision, courage,
integrity—and especially faith. Chairing an organization dedicated to
interfaith understanding and cooperation takes collaborative leadership—
people who are willing to listen and to bring all voices to the table. It is
thanks to this legacy of leadership that we have grown from a vision to a
Center, with signature programs that have equipped over 20,000 youth,
adults and religious leaders to proudly embrace their own heritage, while
daring to understand the other.

We are marveling over what has arisen in the last ten years: The first Religious Leaders Council in Philadelphia,
Walking the Walk, a nationally known youth initiative, unique Workplace Diversity training programs, and
much more.

In June, we moved to our second and permanent home. We are
proud to expand our commitment to Philadelphia and to
innovative collaboration, as part of the Center for Educational
Excellence at Oxford Mills in South Kensington.      

Please visit us at our new home and through our website
throughout the year.

With gratitude, 

Abby Stamelman Hocky

A Message From Our Executive Director



A Decade of Daring to Understand 

Community Celebration
On Sunday, January 26, 2014, the Interfaith Center commemorated its 10th anniversary with a community-
wide ritual celebration at the Philadelphia Episcopal Cathedral, our first “home”, where our offices were located
for nine years. With over 300 in attendance, people from diverse communities came together to celebrate the
Interfaith Center's leading voice for interfaith relations in the region and recognize over 225 Dare to Understand
Partners.. 

Dare to Understand Benefit Concert and Awards
On March 25, 2014, we continued our 10th anniversary celebration by dedicating our Dare to Understand
Benefit Concert and Awards to honoring the legacy of the Center's first four Board Chairs: Protestant, Muslim,
Catholic and Jew.  The Academy of Natural Sciences was filled with 300 friends who came to celebrate our
decade of work and the indelible contributions of our honorees, Rev.
Richard Fernandez, Imam Muhammad Abdur-Razzaq Miller, Sr.
Gloria Coleman and Lawrence M. Silverman.  The Center’s work and
vision was lifted up through the compelling stories of the honorees,
a 10th Anniversary Video created for the occasion, and through the
musical talent of Udi Bar-David, Philadelphia Orchestra cellist and
his interfaith trio, Intercultural Journeys.   

Dare to Understand...
Our motto, Dare to Understand, reflects the
foundation of all of our programs—
building trusting, harmonious
relationships. We know that the work of
interfaith understanding begins in the
hearts of people and in our everyday
interactions. It is only by meeting the
‘other’ that barriers begin to fall.  We know
that learning to embrace the ‘other’ does
not happen overnight. Our programs are
not one-time, occasional or episodic. We
work to create long term, enduring impact,
and do this by working in “real time and
real place”—and with constituents as
partners.

Dare to Understand
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As a Syrian-American Muslim growing up in Pennsylvania, I faced many obstacles and struggles in my
adolescence. It was a challenge for me to figure out where I fit in with my own community, as my appearance
is different than the way Arabs are stereotypically portrayed.  Often
times, it was hard to explain who I was to myself, let alone others.  I’ve
been taught about Islam my whole life through the Arabic school I
attended for eight years. I felt most comfortable discussing my religion
and culture there because I thought those students were the only ones
who could understand me. When I was introduced to a different kind
of conversation through the interfaith engagement and service learning,
I realized I was wrong.

A person does not have to be from the same background as you to
understand your pain, the feeling of being judged, and what it’s like to
have beliefs different from the majority. An Interfaith dialogue session is more than just hearing a lecture like
in school. It is real conversations with real people who I would have never met, let alone spoken with, if it
weren’t for Walking the Walk. And I always felt that I could bring those conversations with me throughout my

week, and apply them to my daily actions and decisions. Walking the Walk
was a breath of fresh air to my ninth grade self.

Walking the Walk not only provided my peers and me opportunities to help
out in our community, but also time and ways to reflect. How does my
faith and that of others teach me to help the Earth? How can we find

common ground between all of us?  The interfaith dialogue, service learning activities, and reflection workshops
lead us to even deeper questions, which ultimately help us learn about ourselves.

•••
Leena Mazid
Youth Alum
Walking the Walk

Walking the Walk (WTW) is one of the
initiatives for which we are best  known

locally and nationally. A year-long service

and dialogue program for high school

youth, WTW is rooted in congregations

and schools. Students meet 12 times

annually for dialogue, service and creative

reflection.

In 2013-14 WTW was comprised 

of 5 networks with 65 participating

students from 24 congregations

throughout Philadelphia.

A STORY Walking the Walk
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A STORY

This spring I was privileged to lead the Interfaith Center’s Interfaith Encounters Alternative Break program for
college students. I journeyed with a diverse group of students and faculty from Bryn Mawr College, Haverford
College, and Virginia Tech to encounter seven different religious traditions, including Jewish, Coptic (Egyptian
Orthodox Christian), Sikh, Quaker, Buddhist, Hindu, and Muslim. There is no way to capture how much I
learned and experienced, especially through the challenging questions and insightful responses of the college
students—whether they professed a faith or not.  To be sure, the week was not simply about touring houses of
worship in order to gather information and knowledge about religions. Rather, it was about meeting people
and experiencing their cultures, languages, traditions and what keeps them awake at night.  It was about
struggling with connections between faith practice and life practice.

Throughout the course of the week, we met people, exchanged stories and questions, shared food, prayers, and
silence; songs, tears, handshakes, and hugs. We sat together, stood together, bowed together. We lived together
and cooperated across lines of difference.

•••
Reverend Joshua Blaksley
Alternative Break Facilitator

Alternative Break
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The Center’s Alternative Break program, Interfaith Encounters, was adapted for college students

from our Walking the Walk curriculum. We are one of the few organizations to offer a week-long

interfaith intensive and service-learning program that draws students from throughout the country.

In 2013-14, the Interfaith Center led 5 Alternative Spring Break Trips for schools including: Prince

George Community College, Bryn Mawr College, Haverford College, Virginia Tech, Warren Wilson,

Johns Hopkins and Messiah College. A total of 70 students participated in this year’s Interfaith

Encounters.



In September of 2013 the Interfaith Center was invited to visit our offices to explore the importance of diversity
in crisis management. The training included small group breakout sessions focusing on addressing four disaster
case studies.  By engaging in dialogue, the breakout groups were able to work through the issues to understand
how to address a variety of needs during a disaster.  By looking at how faith-based issues could arise in a shelter
situation, such as misunderstanding between people and how to account for different needs, the attendees
learned how to approach faith-based concerns in a disaster scenario. 

The religious competency training helped attendees to improve
response, recovery and preparedness capabilities so that they are truly
addressing the needs of the whole community, particularly those with
specific faith-based needs. As our panelists noted, rather than ask
uniform questions of every community, why not ask groups what they
would like to be asked based on their faith and culture? This way,
during a disaster we can better meet the needs of the whole community
and assure everyone is properly assisted.

•••
FEMA Diversity Planning Group

In 2013-14 we developed new

partnerships, including: FEMA, Comcast,

and University of Pennsylvania School of

Education. We have trained over 150

individuals through customized

workshops, panels, and consultations,

helping organizations build cultural

competence – knowledge and skills – to

effectively work with those whose culture

and faith are integrally connected.

Workplace Diversity
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Our religious teachings, our nation’s ideals, and the history of immigrants’ contributions to our communities
lead us to call upon national, state and local elected officials and all in authority to address immigration reform
now and make changes to public policy and practice that are just, compassionate, and humane.   

With hope and prayer, we also call upon all communities of faith within our region to actively
“welcome the stranger” and advocate for reform of the laws that govern immigration. We urge
our constituents to offer financial support to faith-based and secular agencies which meet the
needs of immigrants and to volunteer time and expertise to help immigrants adjust to life in
their new communities. Specifically, we lift up for consideration the following opportunities
for our houses of worship: to WELCOME immigrants and refugees, EDUCATE themselves about the
immigrant experience and the laws which govern it, and ADVOCATE for reform locally, statewide, and
nationally.

•••
Religious Leader Council of Greater Philadelphia
A selection from “Religiously Diverse, United for Immigration Reform”. Adopted January 29, 2014

After holding a retreat in the summer of 2013 and engaging several community experts throughout the

fall of 2013, the Council unanimously adopted the statement, “Religiously Diverse, United on

Immigration Reform” (available at www.interfaithcenterpa.org/cp/rlc/) on January 29, 2014.  The

statement spoke to reforms that are needed locally and nationally, and opportunities for faith

communities to “welcome the stranger” and provide aid to those new to our country.

The Religious Leaders Council of Greater Philadelphiaworks to build mutual support, offer a moral and
spiritual voice in the region, and identify issues of concern for dialogue and action. Co-convened by

Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, Rabbi David Straus, Imam Anwar Muhaimin, and Bishop Claire Schenot

Burkat, the Council is the first of its kind in the city, with more than 30 member communities,

representing more than two million people of diverse faith traditions from across the greater

Philadelphia region.

Religious Leaders Council 
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It is inspiring to interview congregations and organizations nominated as Zones of Peace. With my interview
team, I am treated to an inside look at congregations and organizations working to “eliminate the causes of
hatred” and “honor the dignity of all people,” finding “non-violent solutions” to the problems we face, and
making homes and neighborhoods, our city and region, “free from fear, filled with respect, and marked by
deeds of kindness.” The inspiration comes as I hear how individual lives are changed and that more and more
people are motivated to be constructive community members. The inspiration grows as I become aware that so
many in our region are involved in churches, synagogues, masjids, and community-based organizations devoted
to practicing social virtues and deserving to be honored as Zones of Peace. Inspiration leads to hope that I want
to share with those who feel they are isolated and hopelessly outnumbered in their struggles against violence
and hatred.

•••
Reverend John Hougen 

On November 20, 2013, Zones of Peace held a reception at City Hall where they recognized 5 new
communities as Zones of Peace.With over 150 in attendance, the evening featured an address from Mayor
Michael Nutter commending the recognized congregations and organizations from greater Philadelphia for

their work creating and maintaining Zones of Peace. 

To date, Zones of Peace has recognized 39 communities, 10 of which we recognized this year alone. Zones of
Peace continues to work with these recognized communities to offer resources, seminars, and opportunities
for collaboration to address the root causes of violence throughout Philadelphia.   

Zones of PeaceA STORY
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A STORY

After my experience with the Encountering Other Faiths Training Workshop, I was more eager than ever to
begin doing something to bring more of an ecumenical spirit to my parish.

I had always thought it would be wonderful to have a group discussion based on Brian McLaren’s book Why
Did Jesus, Moses, The Buddah, and Mohammed Cross the Road?

I brought it up with a few parishioners, one of whom works as a secretary at an
Episcopal church nearby. The two of us starting meeting and talking, and two
weeks ago, we began a 6 week discussion series on the book. To our surprise, 61
people signed up and showed up! We are all of Christian denominations, so there
is still work to do to work with other non-Christian faiths, but this is an exciting
start and has us talking about real issues, and real ways to be Christian in a multi-
faith world and how to be and live benevolently with all others.

•••
Liam Murphy 
Pastor, Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish

ADDITIONAL HIGHLIGHTS
New Research Confirms Impact on Youth:  Interfaith Matters 
In addition to providing a new cadre of youth with educational, cross-cultural and leadership development
opportunities, Walking the Walk became the focus of research by a sociology professor at Yeshiva University.
Dr. Ria Van Ryn spent the year observing numerous Walking the Walk sessions, meeting with participating
mentors and staff, and conducting pre- and post-assessments. 

While Dr. Van Ryn’s research is not yet published, she has documented
some of her findings.  She highlighted the critical nature of Walking the
Walk’s systemic approach and affirmed that its design and curriculum
incorporate integral identity-building components.  Dr. Van Ryn credited
Walking the Walk as embracing what sociological research defines as
necessary to “build a generation of people who are confident in their own
cultural and religious identities in ways that allow them to respect and
be open to those of others.” By engaging with the “other” our youth learn
not only to appreciate the diverse practices and beliefs of their fellow
Walking the Walkers, but also develop a deeper and stronger sense of self.
This confidence enables them to become leading voices for tolerance and
understanding in their own schools, families and congregations, and as
they grow and go off to college and vocations. 

Encountering Other Faiths

“… Prominent organizations associated

with the growing interfaith movement

value the religious particularity of their

members as an asset.  These programs

encourage the kind of interreligious

cooperation that is only possible when

religious differences are honored and seen

as important contributions rather than

subsumed in the name of partnership.”

“Interfaith Experiences, Individual Growth”, 
By Dr. Ria Van Ryn, The Yeshiva University Observer,

April 9, 2014 

Encountering Other Faiths 

In 2013-14, the Interfaith Center

led 4 Encountering Other Faiths

Facilitator Training sessions,

training 55 individuals to organize

and facilitate interfaith dialogue in

their own communities.
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Financials
Organizational Growth Revenue

Sources of Revenue
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Individuals

Foundations/Funds

Program Fees

Religious Leaders Council

Corporations

Income Expense

Individuals $235,375 Personnel $299,948

Foundations/Funds $57,280 Program Materials $46,435

Program Fees $69,107 Administrative Expense $48,962

Religious Leaders Council $28,850 Total Expense $395,345

Corporations $9,404 Net Income $4,671

Total Income $400,016



CHANGE MAKER ($25,000 AND ABOVE)

Reverend Richard R. Fernandez

CHAMPION ($10,000 -$24,999)

Jeffrey L. Abrams and Margaret A. Barry
Anonymous
S.A. and Nina Ibrahim
Lisa and Gie Liem
The Philadelphia Foundation
Abby Stamelman Hocky and Eric Hocky
Constance and Sankey Williams

PARTNER ($5,000 - $9,999)

Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church Outreach Council
Samuel S. Fels Fund
John and Marybeth Gallagher
Rabbi Carol and Jon Harris-Shapiro
Charles and Barbara Kahn, Jr.
Christine V. Kanter
MorganStanley SmithBarney
Lawrence M. and Sally Silverman
Cynthia Stewart

COMMUNITY BUILDER ($2,500-$4,999)

The Carpenter Foundation
Litchfield Cavo LLP
The Alfred & Mary Douty Foundation
Rabbi Nancy Fuchs-Kreimer and Seth Kreimer
Carole Haas Gravagno
Imam Muhammad Abdur-Razzaq Miller and 
Rabia Miller
Society of the Holy Child Jesus
Rabbi David Straus and Lynne Breslau
The Very Reverend Judith Sullivan
Julie Dill Williams

COLLABORATOR (1,000-$2,499)

Aaron Family Foundation
Sarah and Richard Altman

Dale Ann and Lee Applebaum
Carol Avins and Rayman Solomon
Richard and Eileen Bazelon
Sr. Gloria Coleman, SHCJ
Connelly Foundation
John D’Amico and Keith Rand
Jeanne and Michael DiMonte
Nicole and Jeremy Diroff
John and Vance Fernandez
Ann and Richard Flannery
Anne Hagele and Ken Kolodziej
Rabbi Richard and Barbara Hirsh
Lance N. and Susan Horwitz
Oxford Mills
Kimberly and Carl Oxholm, III
Anonymous
SHCJ Provincial Ministries Fund
Nancy Schmidt and Richard Schmidt, M.D.
Juliet Spitzer and Philip Wachs
Tabernacle United Church
Ilene Wasserman and Mark Taylor
David and Betsy Wice

FRIEND ($500-$999)

Robert Ackerman
Carolyn and Timothy Adams
Sally Baraka
Paul and Joan Bergsteinsson
Ellan and Len Bernstein
Marianna Cayten
Gary and Laya Charlestein
Cathleen Cohen Ph.D and David Cohen M.D.
Bill and Nancy Dailey
Louis DelSoldo
Angelo M. DiMonte
Elaine and Lee Dushoff
Barbara Eiser and Arnold Eiser, M.D.
Gity Etemad, M.D. and Bijan Etemad, M.D.
Beata and Richard Fernandez
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With gratitude to our funders and donors
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Cindy Cohen Fernandez and David Fernandez
Edith and Ernest Giese
Marcy Gringlas and Joel Greenberg
John Harris and Randi Siegel Harris
Mohammad and Tahmina Hassan
Saiyida Zakiya Islam
Ron D. Johnson and Dr. Nancy Fogg-Johnson
Ruth S. Laibson and Peter Laibson. M.D.
Arthur Larrabee
Arlene Lauf, Ph.D and Marc F. Goldstein, M.D.
Musa and Asiya Levin
Andrea Malamut and Jay Malamut, M.D.
Jack Malinowski and Deborah W. Frazer
Rebecca Mays
Mary and Sherif Nada
John and Deborah Neill
Kathryn Hirsh-Pasek, Ph.D. and Jeffrey Pasek
Stephanie and Chad Peddicord
Lisa and Daniel Pliskin
Rev. James Kelly Poinsett
Rev. Charles W. Quann
John and Bonnie Raines
Laurie and Steven Rosard
James Rosenstein
Karen Scoles, M.D. and Kevin Scoles, Ph.D.
James Shanahan and Elizabeth Weiler
Far and Colleen Shariat
Penny and Labron Shuman
Josh and Nadine Slavitt
Rabbi George Stern and Deborah Stern
Reverend Susan Teegen
Barry and Linda Ungar
Ed and Nancy Varallo
Rabbi Joshua Waxman
Judy and Ken Weinstein
Cora and Peter Weiss
Liz Werthan and Bob Brand
Ella Zelichonok

SUPPORTER (UP TO $499)

Bennett L. Aaron
Faith Abbey
Mildred Adelson
Zain and Iram Ahmed
Frank Trijillo and Shaheena Arshad-Trijillo
Nancy E. Ash
Louis Asher
Mohammad and Rafia Aziz
Irl S. Barg and Janet C. Walkow
Shelly and Elliot Barnathan
Sally and Morris Barron
Joel Beaver
Susan Beetle
Dr. Evelyn Bender
Sandra Berkowitz and Jeffrey Shender
Maralin and Adam Blistein
Seth Bloom
Craig and Michelle Boddorff
Gilberto Bosque and Debra Cesario
Laslo Victor Boyd and Flora Barth Wolf
Joseph and Caren Lee Brenman
Thomas and Sherry Breton
Frank Brodsky
Dennis and Linda Brunn
Shira Burcat
Stephen and Arlene Burns
Reverend Geneva M. Butz
Monsignor Michael J. Carroll
Nadira Charaniya, Ed.D
Eloise Chevrier
Joseph and Leslie Cohen
Victor Compher
Rabbi Neil Cooper
Stephen and Rochelle Davidoff
Helen Dennis
Lynn Denton
Beverly Diamond
Bernard Dishler, M.D. and Lana Dishler

Funders and Donors
With gratitude to our funders and donors
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Robert Dockhorn
Elenita Milbank Drumwright
Jamie L. and James Dunn
Stephen Dunning, Ph.D. and Roxy Dunning
J. Michael and B. Linda Dzuba
Theodore and Thyra Elliott
Reverend Sandra Ellis-Killian
Rabbi Nancy Epstein
Martin J. and Sondra Epstein
June J. Essis
Susan and Arnold Feldman
Marc and Laura Feller
Audrey B. Fingerhood
Joel Fishbein and Rachel Ezekiel-Fishein
Zavia Forney
Diane Foster
Paula Freilich
Rabbi Dayle A. Friedman
Rabbi Albert Gabbai
Reverend Jesse B. Garner, 3rd
Reverend Edward D. Gehres, Jr.
Ed and Margaret Geiger
Sonia L. Gilbert
Gilbert Printing Services
The Very Reverend Richard Giles
Mr. and Mrs. William Y. Giles
Col. and Mrs. John D. Grabenstein
Jonathan Granoff
Shelley Green and Michael Golden, Jr.
Rod and Linda Gunn
Aung and Nwe OO Gyi
Nancy and Victor Haas
Arin Ahlum Hanson
Jane and Andy Harris
Belmont and Nina Haydel
Judy Herman and Stephen Small
Barton and  Batame Hertzbach
Fay and Joseph Hocky
William and Lynn Horoschak

Margot and Ellis Horowitz
Harry and Susan Horwitz
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Howard
Rabbi Alan Iser and Sharon Liebhaber
Lisa Jacobs
Susan Jerison
Kevin and Bridgett Kane
Joseph and Amy Katz
Kay and Marvin Keenze
Marge and Ed  Kennedy
Daryl Kezell
Fariha Khan and Michael Carey
Reverend Paul Kittlaus and Janet K. Vandevender
Bernice Kligerman
Ellen Sweet and Ari Korpivaara
Isador and Myra Kranzel
Maryann Kurmlavage
Charles and Lucinda Landreth
Robert and Holly Lankin
Lance and Mary Laver
Rachel Lawton
Brenda Lazin and Mark Klempner
Rabbi Sue Levi Elwell
Marian and Ned Levine
Julie Meranze Levitt, Ph.D. and Jerry D. Levitt, M.D.
Carol and Jeffrey Lewisohn
Jules Lippert
H. Edward Liu, D.M.D.
Reverend Theodore W. Loder
Roderick MacNeil
Fred and Georgette Maher
Jane Maloney
Gail and Holman Massey
Dorothy and Robert McCabe
Reverend Judith Meckling
Ashvinder Kaur Mehta
Linda and Martin Millison
Paul and Hilda Minkoff
Alan H. Molod

Funders and Donors
With gratitude to our funders and donors
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Mr. and Mrs. Laddie Montague
Rookshana Moosuddee
Bobbie Morgenstern
Lani and Hal Moss
Bradley K. Moss and Laurie E. Gottlieb
Imam Anwar Muhaimin
Linda Mundy and Jeff Drebin
Louisa and Stephen Mygatt
Adina and Norman Newberg
Freema Nichols
Susan and Howard Novick
Jon and Lisa Pahl
Richard and Minna Passman
Ebrahim S. Patel, Ph.D.
Sidney Perloe and Paulette Jellinek
Richard Perr
Adena Potok
Cynthia and Richard Raff
Beth and Rick Reisboard
Reverend John and Virginia Rice
Mazhar and Samia Rishi
Sr. Rosemary Ritchie, SHCJ
Linda Ronis Kass and Jonathan Kass, M.D.
Shelley and Kenneth Rosenberg
Judith Rubin and Lawrence Rubin, Ph.D.
Kare and Chris Scarmozzino
Susan Scharf
Lawrence Scharf, M.D. and Paul Buttner
Lisa and Gary Schildhorn
Barbara and Larry Schoenfeld
Peg Scholle
Tobelle Schupack
Celia Sealfon
Phyllis D. Sichel
Burt and Barbara Siegel
Eugene Silver and Lynne Bloom
Basha and Jesse Silverman
Barbara Silverstein
Morton J. Simon, Jr.

Leah Siskin
Constance S. Smukler
Reverend Chandra Soans
Rabbi Reena Spicehandler and Jeremy Brochin
Janet W. Starwood
Rabbi Elliot Strom
Tim and Penny Sullivan
Robert and Jane Sunshine
Stephen and Sima Sussman 
Meryl S. Sussman
Tanya Sweet and Jonathan Witte
Deborah and Thomas Swirsky-Sacchetti
Joell Taggart
Verena Taussig
Richard and Phyllis Taylor
Phillip Thomas and Reny George
Barbara and David Tilley
Linda and Frank Toia
Reverend Marilyn P. Turner
Marvin Verman
Aron and Margaret Wahrman
Rabbi Leah Wald Zollman
Susan and Donald Wargo
Cyd and Jay Weissman
Kevin and Johanna Werbach
Jay and Lois Wertheimer
Jane West Walsh, Ed.D. and Rabbi Ariel Walsh
Mitchell and Laura Wienick
Alice Wolpert and Jeanne Burchard
Wright Hayre Fund
Anne and Donald Yanaitis
Rabbi Adam Zeff
Violet and Richard Zeitlin
Ruth and Israel Zelitch, Ph.D.
The Honorable Karen Zucker and Marc Zucker

Funders and Donors
With gratitude to our funders and donors
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