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Hi, Rachel. First off, tell us a little bit about yourself. 

Sure! My name is Rachel Steinig, and I’m currently a teenager enrolled in the Walking the Walk 

Philadelphia Network, which is super exciting – I’ve learned so much already, and we’re only 

halfway through the year! I also am an annual participant in the Philadelphia Peace Walk. 

 

 

So, can you explain what the Peace Walk is? 

The Peace Walk was inspired by a walk that was held in Albuquerque, New Mexico shortly after 

9/11 where a rabbi contacted an imam to see if she could bring people from her synagogue to his 

mosque to show support for them. The first Philadelphia Peace Walk was organized by a group 

of Christians, Jews, Muslims, and other individuals in May 2004 and is now in its thirteenth year. 

During the Walk, participants stop at different faith communities and engage in prayer, learning, 

singing, and discussion. Taking place in a different neighborhoods every two years so that 

relationships can develop across the city, areas have included Center City, Northwest 

Philadelphia, West Philadelphia, and Kensington. The 2016 Peace Walk will take place in the 

West Oak Lane section of the city. 

 

 

Being there seems like such a powerful experience. So, what inspired you to get involved in 

interfaith work like the Peace Walk and the Walking the Walk Youth Initiative? 
Last year, I attended a talk at Mishkan Shalom synagogue where a Palestinian peace activist 

spoke about his life’s work uniting individuals on both sides of the Israel-Palestine conflict. His 

speech brought me to tears. I was so inspired by him and his story that I knew I had to work to 

bring people of different faiths and backgrounds together in my own region. I asked a friend who 

had also gone to see him if she knew of any interfaith programs, and she told me about the Peace 

Walk. My family and I went to last year’s Walk and were blown away. At the Peace Walk, I 

heard a student named Husnaa read a moving poem that was inspired by her work with the 

Walking the Walk Youth Initiative. Hearing her speak, I knew that I had to join the program. So, 

I looked it up online, signed up, and the rest is history. 

 

 

It sounds like you have had some pretty powerful experiences through your interfaith 

work. How have you personally grown and changed as a person through this kind of work?  

Wow, I’ve change a lot! Through my interfaith work I have been put in tons of situations that 

were outside of my comfort zone. I've had deep conversations with people whose beliefs differed 

drastically from mine. I've asked some questions and been asked some questions that were 

difficult to answer without offending anyone. I have become better at nonviolent communication, 



and through that, I have had more meaningful conversations. Through these conversations I have 

deeply questioned my own values and beliefs. I have recognized my prejudices and worked to 

eradicate them. I have become a person more open to honest communication. I have recognized 

in myself the human tendency to believe what's convenient, and I hope that by recognizing this I 

will become more of a truth seeker.  

All that is incredible. Thanks so much for talking to me. To wrap things up, how can 

people get involved?  
 

 Check out the website for the Peace Walk: www.interfaithpeacewalk.org.  

 Come to a monthly planning meeting. By going to these meetings I have met so many 

loving, caring individuals and am truly part of another wonderful community now. 

If you want to go, the next meeting is on Wednesday, April 20 from 6:30-8:30 PM at Al 

Aqsa Islamic Society. 

 Join the Peace Walk: The 2016 Peace Walk will be held on Sunday, May 1 from 2:00-

6:00 PM in the West Oak Lane section of Philadelphia.  

 If you aren't involved in the Walking the Walk Youth Initiative already, check it out 

for next year. You can find more information on the Interfaith Center's website, 

www.interfaithcenterpa.org/wtw. 

http://www.interfaithcenterpa.org/wtw

