
Interfaith Peer Learning Network FAQ 
 

What is the Interfaith Peer Learning Network? 

The Interfaith Peer Learning Network is a new initiative of Interfaith Philadelphia. It is an 

intentional, diverse community of professionals from a variety of sectors who are committed to 

exploring together essential themes and practices of interfaith engagement. The Interfaith Peer 

Learning Network will utilize a self-guided tool created by Interfaith Philadelphia, the Passport to 

Understanding, to frame everyday learning experiences, conversations, and to support 

educators/leaders in the development of implementation plans. This experience will offer 

practical implementation support, peer encouragement, and new learning for all involved.  

 

 

What is the goal/point/hope/expectation of this initiative? 

★ Equip people with skills and experiences to deepen cross-cultural and interfaith 

relationships  

★ Collaborate with professionals from different sectors in building cultures of 

understanding. 

★ Learn from experts and leaders in diverse fields. 

★ Map innovative strategies to enrich your workplace, community, congregation, campus 

or classrooms.    

★ Build a community of support for interfaith work. 

 

 

What is the commitment? What is expected of me? 

As a participant in the Peer Learning Network you are expected to attend a two-day launch 

event (see below for more details) and monthly video calls. We hope that you will participate 

with your personal/authentic perspective, expertise, questions, and with an openness to learn, 

grow and share.  

 

 

What is the launch event? 

It is a two-day, in-person gathering, where we will explore the themes developed in our Passport 

to Understanding (be curious, welcome in, venture out, stand tall and stand with). The launch 

event will also invite creative idea generation and facilitate implementation plan development 

with peer feedback opportunities. We have designed this gathering as a deep exploration of 

these themes, how you relate to them, and space to generate ideas and PLANS for 

implementation. This is more than inspiration, this is an opportunity to get practical.  

 

 

Is the launch event optional? 

The launch event is required for participation as it serves as a springboard for experiencing the 

tool and its themes -- and creating your goals and plans to implement within your own 

professional or community setting.  



Where will the launch event take place? 

The Comcast Collaboration Studio in Philadelphia (Oxford Mills - 100 W Oxford Street, 

Kensington) 

 

 

Can you give me a sense of the calendar of events? 

● August 22nd - Webinar to Learn more (or watch recorded webinar)  

● September 27th - Application Due 

● Jan 7-8 2020 - Two-day launch event 

● Feb-May - Monthly video conference learning modules (schedule TBD by the cohort) 

● June - Celebratory gathering 

 

What is the time commitment for my involvement? 

In addition to the two-day launch event and monthly video conference calls, we are asking you 

to actualize (pilot), in your own setting, the Passport experience that you developed at the launch 

event. We hope that when you come to monthly webinars/gatherings you are bringing that full 

experience of having integrated learnings into spaces you are living/working/praying etc. 

 

Is there a fee? 

We want you to be there, and we recognize the different environments that participants work in, 

with different budgets (sometimes no budgets). Some of you will participate as part of your 

work, others are volunteering this time. Participation in this initiative (valued at $750 per person) 

is offered on a sliding scale, based on need. Cohort members will self-assess what percentage of 

their professional development or personal funds they will dedicate. If you are participating as a 

volunteer and your community cannot offer support, we would like to make it possible for you to 

be there at an affordable cost.   

 

 

Who is a good fit for this learning network?  

The professionals approached for participation in the Peer Learning Network are: 

 

● In formal or informal education (Religious or secular educational settings--camps, youth 

groups, etc.) 

● Looking to integrate/expand/deepen Interfaith understanding into their own context 

● Have the ability to implement new ideas/strategies. 

● Work/volunteer in settings where there is a need to expand interfaith understanding. 

● Work/volunteer in settings ready/conducive to this work. 

● Innovators/self-starters/creative/collaborative 

 

  

https://www.tfaforms.com/4755674


Who is invited? Can I join with a friend/colleague?  

While there is limited space in our first network, we recognize that innovation requires 

teamwork. On your application, please indicate who and why participating with a particular 

colleague/teammate from your organization will contribute to the successful implementation of 

this initiative. We are pursuing diversity in our peer learning network, so this will be a factor as 

well. Each member will need to complete an application -- and indicate that you are applying as a 

team. 

 

 

How many people will be in the network? 

Our intention is to gather a minimum of 15-20 people for the first peer learning network. 

 

 

How do I get involved/sign up/register? 

Please go here to complete the interfaith Peer Learning Network application. We are looking to 

build a diverse network and will let you know of your participation status by early November. 

 

 

Where can I learn more about the Passport to Understanding? 

https://www.interfaithphiladelphia.org/passport 

Passport to Understanding is a new initiative supporting Interfaith Philadelphia’s commitment to 

equip individuals with competencies for interfaith engagement, build authentic relationships of 

mutual trust and solidarity, and advance interfaith understanding in the public sphere. This tool is 

for people seeking deeper understanding and connection in a diverse world.  

https://www.tfaforms.com/4755674
https://www.interfaithphiladelphia.org/passport

